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April: Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

Cruelty to animals is a very serious issue that can take many different forms. Animal hoarding, puppy mill breeding and physical abuse are all too familiar to those in companion animal medicine and care fields. Read further to learn about each of these three types of animal cruelty.

Animal Hoarding
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Animal hoarding is a form of animal cruelty in which the hoarder keeps too many animals for him/her to care for properly. They frequently believe they are providing a suitable alternative to “life on the streets,” although in reality the pets they care for often suffer greater while under a hoarder’s care. This is an issue companion animal caregivers are seeing more and more. The following information will help individuals learn to recognize animal hoarding, discuss why it happens, and what you can do to help the animals. 

Recognizing Signs of Animal Hoarding:

· The keeper does not know how many animals  he/she is caring for.

· General deterioration of the living quarters, possibly with a smell of feces or urine throughout.

· Animals are thin, sickly or undersocialized.

· The hoarder insists the animals are happy and healthy, even if it is obviously not the case.

Why Does Hoarding Happen?

The answer to this question is not fully known. Some hoarders suffer from obsessive-compulsive disorders, while others exhibit symptoms of attachment disorders. The process is a gradual one—a person picks up a stray here, then another [image: image2.jpg]


and another, and they do not realize they’ve begun to hoard. Most hoarders are intelligent, caring people that truly want to help animals in “dire straits.” But for some reason, certain individuals do not realize when they cross the line between helping and harming through neglect from the overwhelming number of animals they try to “save.” 

How Can I Help? 
The first thing to do is to realize hoarding situations only get worse with time. Many people don’t want to contact authorities in these situations because they are afraid of what will happen to the animals involved and they don’t want to get the hoarder “in trouble.” But the longer a hoarder goes without help, the worse it gets for all involved.
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Don’t be afraid to call a local agency.  Police departments, animal control facilities and rescue groups are all authorized to follow up on accusations of animal hoarding. The Health Department may investigate these cases, and they can direct the people involved on how to get help for themselves. TAILS Humane Society in DeKalb uses volunteer Humane Investigators in such cases in DeKalb County.

Lastly, talk to the hoarder. Explain that it’s OK to admit they need help caring for all their animals. Many hoarders are not able to recognize that the animals under their care are not healthy or happy. If this is pointed out to them and dialogue is opened, hopefully they can take an active role in truly helping the animals find a healthy place to live out the rest of their lives. 
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Animal hoarding involves a complex mixture of social and emotional maladjustment. People that hoard animals suffer from psychological issues that will not go away without help. Once a hoarder has started this behavior he/she will only get worse with time. Indeed, it has been found that without continued psycho-social counseling and monitoring, hoarders often return to this coping pattern even after receiving initial care. If you suspect someone you know is an animal hoarder, talk to them about it and if need be, seek help from authorities. In very bad hoarding cases, some animals may have to be humanely euthanized, but the suffering they endure living in a hoarding situation is infinitely worse in the long run.

Remember, though, that not all people who keep many pets are animal hoarders. There are many good people that keep multiple pets and are not hoarders, because they are able to properly care for each of their animals. There are also people who keep many pets that may get in over their heads once in awhile, and these people are not necessarily hoarders. The difference is that these people will seek help from organizations and individuals to get proper care for their pets, even if that means re-homing the animals. Hoarders will continue to insist their pets are well-cared for and happy, even if it is obvious they are not. 
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Puppy Mill Breeding

Many people do not realize the cruelty involved in puppy-mill breeding. These abuses are the same regardless of the type of animal being bred when they are bred on a large scale for profit. Commercial catteries are less common but no less horrible for cats, as are many ferret, rabbit, rodent and bird breeding operations. To learn about how puppy mills operate and what kind of life the breeding animals face, read further—and remember we advocate adoption from a shelter or purchasing from a reputable breeder rather than purchasing from a pet store!

What Does a Puppy Mill Do?

Puppy mills have one purpose—to gain profit. There is no concern for the emotional or physical well being of the creatures kept there beyond keeping them healthy enough to continue breeding. Females are bred at every cycle, and males are used regardless of their health status.

When a litter is between five and eight weeks old, the pups are taken from their mother. They are packed into crates and taken to pet stores. Littermates are separated so the stores can provide a larger variety of pups. Once the animals are delivered, the puppy mill’s part is over. They have their profit and have no more responsibility to the animals they’ve raised.

But the ordeal for the animals is not over. Due to the overcrowded conditions in most puppy mills the pups regularly have parasites or communicable diseases. Intestinal worms and protozoal infestations are common, as is kennel cough. These diseases are usually asymptomatic for 2-3 weeks after the initial exposure, so many times the animals look healthy until after they’ve been sold. 
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Pets that originate from puppy mill facilities often have genetic defects due to unscrupulous breeding practices such as tight in-line (father to daughter, etc.) breeding. There are numerous hereditary problems passed on this way. To name a few: allergies, hip dysplasia, open fontanel, cherry eye, luxating patellas, Von Willebrand’s disease, progressive retinal atrophy,  Wobbler syndrome, entropion of the eyelids, elongated soft palate, some forms of deafness, microphthalmia, epilepsy, liver shunts, and many, many more.

In short, puppy mills enable the owner of the breeding facility to make money by selling sub-standard, under-socialized animals and mistreating the breeding animals at the facility. 

What is Life Like in a Puppy Mill?

It’s not just the cruelty to the pups that is of concern in puppy mills. Sure, they have poor breeding and congenital defects, and they may be sick or have parasitic infestations when they are sold. Many puppies die shortly after birth or in transit. But they actually have it easier than the ones kept at the facility and used for breeding stock. 

These animals may be kept outdoors year-round, or kept in stacked crates indoor. They may not ever see the sun, or they may die of exposure to the elements. Nutritional deficits are the norm, because of the immense amount of energy required to grow and raise litter after litter. The poor nutrition and excess stress put on their bodies causes the teeth of these animals to wear unnaturally, resulting in abscesses, tooth loss and bone damage. Heart, kidney and liver damage is also commonplace, as well as damage to the reproductive organs, including cancer. The majority of breeding animals die or are unable to breed anymore and are killed by the time they are five years old.
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The physical maladies suffered by these unfortunate animals are only half the story. They also suffer tremendous psychological and emotional strain. The cramped conditions of the kennels do not give adequate room for proper socialization, so if dogs are kept more than one to a kennel, fighting is routine. In kennels where the animals are kept singly, the quarters are consistently just big enough to fit a mother and her pups, without room to exercise, explore, or properly socialize. Adult animals rescued from puppy mills often exhibit severe maladjustment disorders as well as other compulsive behaviors. Sometimes these animals are so far gone psychologically that they cannot stand to be touched and will cry and shake even when approached gently. This is not to say the animals have been intentionally beaten, but the near-constant isolation they are raised and kept in causes serious neuroses that in some cases are incurable.

Females are impregnated at their first estrus, usually between 5 and 9 months’ of age. This is like a pre-teen human in terms of growth and psychological stability. A bitch dog or queen cat will be bred as often as possible. Sometimes they are tied down so the male can impregnate her. The males fare little better, as they are required to perform too often for their bodies to recuperate properly, and are kept in a state of constant anxiety due to their hormones and lack of socialization.

Once a female has given birth, she is kept completely confined with her pups. She is not allowed time for exercise or time to herself. Her only duty is to feed the puppies day in and day out. Around eight weeks of age the pups are removed from the mother and taken to pet stores. This causes extreme stress on a mother—both physical and psychological. The puppies are most often split between several stores in a chain so they do not even have the companionship of a sibling while waiting to be purchased. 

Animals that live in puppy mills often live in their own filth, and that of others. The conditions they are kept in are very similar to those found in cases of animal hoarding—wire crates stacked one on top of the other, urine and fecal matter allowed to spill onto occupants of lower cages, and sick, dying or dead animals in cages throughout the facility. 

One of the best ways to combat puppy mill breeding and the inhumane treatment of these companion animals is to refuse to buy from pet stores unless they are sponsoring animals from a humane or rescue group. Even those animals that are listed as “registered” are typically products of puppy mills. There are over 4,000 licensed large-scale breeding facilities registered with the AKC, and many of those have had numerous citations for failure to follow the Animal Welfare Act, enacted in 1966 to protect farm, food and companion animals. Animal shelters across the US euthanize millions of pets each year—if the problem of puppy mills were eliminated, many more of these unfortunate pets would not be produced to create the overpopulation problem.

Physical Abuse

Out of the three forms of abuse discussed this month, physical abuse is the most widely acknowledged. Still, it is not always easy to recognize. Following are some signs to look for if you believe an animal is being physically abused.
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Collar so tight that it has caused a neck wound or  has become embedded in the pet’s neck
· Open wounds, signs of multiple healed wounds or an ongoing injury or illness that isn’t being treated

· Untreated skin conditions that have caused loss of hair, scaly skin, bumps or rashes

· Extreme thinness or emaciation—bones may be visible

· Fur infested with fleas, ticks or other parasites 

· Patches of bumpy, scaly skin rashes

· Evidence of bites or lacerations potentially indicating dog fighting

· Signs of inadequate grooming, such as extreme matting of fur, overgrown nails and dirty coat

· Weakness, limping or the inability to stand or walk normally

· Heavy discharge from eyes or nose

· An owner striking or otherwise physically abusing an animal

· Visible signs of confusion or extreme drowsiness

· Pets are tied up alone outside for long periods of time without adequate shelter, food or water, or with food or water that is unsanitary
· Pets are kept outside in inclement weather without access to adequate shelter

· Pets are kept in an area littered with feces, garbage, broken glass or other objects that could harm them

· Animals are housed in kennels or cages (very often crowded in with other animals) that are too small to allow them to stand, turn around and make normal movements possibly with too many other animals

(from ASPCA.org)

Reporting animal abuse is as easy as contacting your local police department, and many animal shelters also have volunteers dedicated to investigating and following up on such allegations. It is extremely helpful to these agencies if you have pictures of the abuse occurring, or multiple witnesses to the abuse, but any reported case of animal abuse should be investigated properly. 
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One other thing to remember about animal abuse cases is that the animals being abused are not always the only victims of violence in the household. Recent studies report that up to 88% of homes in which animal abuse was reported also experienced some form of domestic abuse. If you suspect abuse of a pet in a home, please talk to possible victims to ensure that everyone needing it gets proper help and attention. Abuse is a world-wide problem, but it must be addressed on the individual level. 

We at Elburn Animal Hospital are dedicated to providing animals with the best health care possible. We truly care about the happiness of our patients. If you have a concern about the treatment of a pet you know (even if it is your own) please contact us via telephone, email or an in-person chat. We are always happy to help.

Following are some of the animals available for adoption from TAILS in DeKalb. Each of these pets deserves a loving home of its own—do you have space for one?
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Frodo: This 5-month old Beagle mix was rescued from a high-kill shelter. He loves toys, to be cuddled, and carried around. Frodo is a highly intelligent pup.
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John: He's a 3-month old Pit Bull Terrier mix found with his brother, Channing, behind a movie theater. Trying to sneak in? They'll be sure to sneak into your heart when you meet them.

Mary: She's an 8-month old beautiful black [image: image13.jpg]


 kitten who was found as a stray at an airport. Guess she didn't like being on her own and she was going to find her own home in some other town! She would love a home with you. 

Peanut: He's a medium-sized purebred Beagle who loves going for walks and sniffing the world and then snuggle and cuddle with you. He lived with his buddy who was adopted and now he would really appreciate a forever home. Peanut is 6-years old, likes dogs, but most of all, people.
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Socialfinch2: She's a 2-year old songbird rescued with another female finch from a  pet store that said they were out of time. Meet the two and you'll love sharing time with them. TAILS also has many beautiful white doves available for adoption.

Kibby: She's the most easy-going, loving cat you'll ever meet. Kibby would love to be your sidekick. She enjoys the company of cats [image: image15.jpg]


but loves people best of all. She'll talk with you about the day's events and rub your leg as you do the evening dishes. She's 5-years old and weighs 5-pounds. Poor Kibby had ringworm and was dipped in sulpher that turned her white coat yellow. People think there is something wrong with the "yellow" cat but she's perfectly healthy and doesn't understand why she doesn't get attention now. Take her home and you'll love her and see why she's special.
April Special: Have a healthy pet exam done and mention this ad to receive 50% off the fecal check done at the same time. Up to a $20 value.

Upcoming Events: Sign up soon for our charity dog wash. We will be offering discounted bathing, nail trims, ear cleaning, and anal gland expression. The date is set for Saturday, June 12th, so reserve your space now. 

Also mark the calendar for this year’s annual Open House! Yes, we are hosting another open house at our office on Saturday, September 25th. We are featuring games, treats and area rescue groups.

If you have an idea for a newsletter topic, or a question you would like answered, send it to us! We’re interested in what you want to know about! Email us at 3lburn@sbcglobal.net.

Thanks for your patronage. Our May newsletter is all about our scaly friends the reptiles! We’ll discuss the kinds of reptiles commonly kept as pets, the different care reptiles require, and how to pick a healthy reptile as a pet. Plus another special! If you have any questions or would like more information, go to our website at www.elburnanimalhospital.com, or give us a call at (630) 365-9599. If you would like to opt out of receiving the Elburn Animal Hospital newsletter, please send an email to us at 3lburn@sbcglobal.net. 
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